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HAPPY NEW YEAR 

GRACE FAMILY! 
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                January Newsletter  
                            

                   A time for new beginnings. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                       

 

 

 

 

Grace Lutheran Church  
 

301 Forest Ave. E. 

Mora, MN 55051  

320.679.1062 

                                     

Office Open- 

 Monday - Thursday 8-4 

(Main handicap doors 

unlocked) 

Friday Office Closed  

 

CONTACT US:  
 

Pastor Gary Guptill’s Email:  

Gguptill@aol.com  

Pastor Gary’s cell: 

218.393.9234 

 

Leah’s Church Office Email: 

moragracelutheran@gmail.com 

 

Krista’s Email: 

kristagracelutheran@gmail.com 

 

Kelly’s Email:  

Kellykehr01@gmail.com  

 

Sunday Morning Service 

8:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship 

(recommends mask wearing) 

 

9:30 a.m. FLC Worship 

(Council asks every person to wear a mask.) 

 

10:15 a.m. KBEK 95.5 F.M.  

 

GLC Website: 

www.gracechurchmora.com 

 

Facebook: @moragracelutheran 

 

YouTube: 

https://www.gracechurchmora.

com/videos?wix-vod-comp-

id=comp-k9dd0c2k 

 

Grace Google Calendar: 

https://calendar.google.com/cal

endar/u/0/r?tab=mc 

 

ELCA website: www.elca.org 

NE MN website: 

www.nemnsynod.org  

† 

 A Prayer for the Week: 

God of love, bring your joy and compassion to those in 

need and help us to change our ways when we are 

insensitive to others, through Jesus Christ. 

 Amen. 

            

                 

mailto:Gguptill@aol.com
mailto:moragracelutheran@gmail.com
mailto:kristagracelutheran@gmail.com
mailto:Kellykehr01@gmail.com
http://www.gracechurchmora.com/
https://www.gracechurchmora.com/videos?wix-vod-comp-id=comp-k9dd0c2k
https://www.gracechurchmora.com/videos?wix-vod-comp-id=comp-k9dd0c2k
https://www.gracechurchmora.com/videos?wix-vod-comp-id=comp-k9dd0c2k
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r?tab=mc
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http://www.elca.org/
http://www.nemnsynod.org/
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January newsletter article 

 

Epiphany is about light 

 

There is a classic story of a ship captain guiding his large vessel into harbor.  Out in the distant, 

he could see another light which appeared to be another ship on collision course with his large 

vessel.  The captain radioed, “Whoever you are out here near the harbor I order you to move; 

change your heading or you will be run over by my ship which is the largest ship around.”  A 

voice responded back, “I would advise you to change your course immediately.”  The captain 

in anger responded, “You move.  I am bigger and will easily damage your ship.”  The voice 

responded, “I would advise you to move, for I am nothing but a lighthouse.”   

 

January brings to church the season of Epiphany.  Epiphany is a time in which the church 

focuses on light as the dominate image of hope.  To have an epiphany is to have a new insight.  

One of the challenges of faith is the willingness to open to see things that at first glance we do 

not see.  We easily become blinded to our own agendas, our own wants and demands.  God 

almost always has a different plan.  It is one that calls us to radical trust and hope in his 

goodness and a call to see the world differently.  Epiphany is such a time.  May the light of 

Christ bring you comfort this winter and a guidepost for tomorrow’s choices. 

 

See you in church, 

 

Pastor Gary  
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Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 

God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 

~ 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
 

 

 

In Our 

Hearts 

and 

Prayers 

Grace Lutheran Church 
 PRAYER CONCERNS 

 
 

Pam Lewis, Judy Jurek,  

Patricia Meleen, Dar Wicklund, 

Isabella Rogne, 

 Gary Kobberdahl, Ann Kehr, 

Meagan Barrett Isom,  

 Gerri Teich, Galen Brelie,  

Pam Overson, Doug Price, 

 Jody Burton, Pearl Peterson, 

Dave Backlund and  

Shirley Ulstrom 

 

Service Personnel:  

Chris Garbacz, 

Benjamin Weinreich and all 

other active members 
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1.  Josh Dopp 

2. Kathy Menze 

3. Kelly Linder, Adam Herwig 

4. John Skillicorn, Judy Morgenweck 

5. Ray Fore, Stratton Nelson 

6. Rebecca Fladebo 

7. Kathy Hallauer 

8. Elaine VanDriel, Don Semelhack 

9. Karl Deis, Landon McGrew 

10. Laura Larson, Samuel Olson 

11. Robert Jobe, David Backlund 

12. Jason Donaghue 

13. Jessica Olen 

14. Anna Kehr, Hazel Thompson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

15. Lynette Skolte 

16. Max Sampson 

18. Bev Deis, Londan Donaghue 

19. Eric Marohn, Kyle Wicklund, 

      Nicole Pancake 

20. Barb Herwig 

21. Heidi Johnson 

22. Ashley Thompson 

23. Thomas Mulford 

24. Melissa Weinreich, Simon Larsen 

28. Todd Sjoberg, Reed Olson 

29. MaryEtta Schwartz, Barb Sjoberg, 

      Julie Mulford, Joe Sampson 

30. Jacob Tetnowski 

 

G    

R    

A    

C    

   E     
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D 

A 

Y 

S 

2022 
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“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth.” ~John 1:14 

 
Books about faith in the library are labeled with the number 4 and are found in the non-

fiction section of the library under the window near the checkout/book return area. One 

book in this section is “Beyond the Offering Plate, A Holistic Approach to Stewardship” with 

Adam J. Copeland as editor and a forward by Dorothy C. Bass. The chapters are written by 

10 Pastors, seminary professors and church leaders discussing  different approaches to 

stewardship. Another book in this section is “The Applause of Heaven” by Max Lucado. In this 

book, the author uses the Beatitudes to discover the joy of God. There are also several other 

books by Max Lucado in the library 

Newer Fiction in the library includes the “Danger Never Sleeps” series by Lynette Eason. These 

suspense filled stories feature women in the military. Book 1, “Collateral Damage” has former 

military psychiatrist, Brooke Adams, setting up shop to help others, but she has her own 

battles to fight from her time oversees. In Book 2, “Acceptable Risk” military journalist, Sarah 

Denning, is taken hostage in the Middle East and former Army Ranger, Gavin Black, 

successfully executes a risky rescue.That is only the beginning of the suspense. In Book 3, 

“Active Defense” a former field surgeon in Afghanistan, Heather Fontaine, is used to life-or-

death situations but did not expect them to follow her home. Lynette Eason is an award-

winning author of over 50 books. She is a member of the American Christian Writers and 

other organizations and lives in South Carolina. 

Living Grace Library is open whenever the church is open. Come in anytime. 
 

Please remember to return your finished books. The book you may have forgotten to return 

may be just the book someone else is patiently waiting to read. Thank you. 

Living Grace  Library Mission 

January  

2022 

Mission 

Statement: 
 

The Grace 

Lutheran Library 

Mission will 

support all the 

members of 

Grace using the 

library resources 

to help them 

interpret what 

they read, see, 

and experience 

within the 

context of the 

Christian Gospel. 
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Grace Lutheran Church 
Congregational Annual Meeting  

 

Save the Date! 

Sunday 

January 23
rd
, 

2022 
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Worship Assistant Schedule 

January 2022 

 

 

8:00 am      9:30 am   

 

Jan 2    
Ushers: Dale Hawkins 
Lector: Roger Peterson 

 

Jan 9 
Ushers: Kam & Nick Schroeder 

Lector: Nick Schroeder 

 

Jan 16 
Ushers: Gene & Eunice Weckwerth 

Lector: Gene Weckwerth 

 

Jan 23 
Ushers: John & Sarah Berry 

Lector: Sarah Berry 

 

Jan 30 
Ushers: Greg & Jane Myers 

Lector: Greg Myers 

 

Jan 2    
Ushers: Harry & Robin Blegen 
Lector: Harry Blegen 

 

Jan 9 
Ushers: Matt & Amanda Felger 

Lector: Matt Felger 

 

Jan 16 
Ushers: Don & Mary Olson 

Lector: Mary Olson 

 

Jan 23 
Ushers: Bruce & Jacki Thompson 

Lector: Bruce Thompson 

 

Jan 30 
Ushers: Jason & Jessica Thomson 

Lector:   Steve Denzine

 

 

 

Ushers and Lectors 
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Acolyte Schedule – Jan/Feb/Mar 2021 

We are switching back to having two acolytes serve for each service (with the occasional 

single) as we will now be passing offering again and I have had several youth express the 

desire to pair up. This means youth will be scheduled every 4-5 weeks. ***Lenten worship 

Service acolyting is TBD. 

If you cannot acolyte on the scheduled day/time please switch with someone else. If you 

need help contacting people, let me know.   

Please arrive at least 15 minutes before the service starts. Detailed instructions can be found 

in both the FLC and the Sanctuary sacristies.  

Masks are recommended at the 8am service (especially for unvaccinated) and required at 

the 9:30. Mask requirements and recommendations are subject to change. 

January 2nd  
8am – Cayce Nikodym 
9:30am –Ledgyn and Stratton 
Nelson 
January 9th   
8am – Caden Johnson and 
Archer Schroeder 
9:30am – Eddie and Grace 
Johnson 
January 16th  
8am – Taliah Peterson and 
Olivia Thompson 
9:30am – Josh Heggernes 
and Uriah Chromey 
January 23rd  
8am – Jenna Lukenbill and 
Avery Ennis 
9:30am – Layla Berry and 
Aubrey Athey 
January 30th  
8am – Joe Sampson and Ian 
Schley 
9:30am – Abby Donaghue 
and Kendall Brandt 
 

February 6th  
8am – Archer Schroeder 
9:30am – Cayce Nikodym and 
Caden Johnson 
 
February 13th  
8am- Ledgyn and Stratton 
Nelson 
9:30am – Taliah Peterson and 
Olivia Thompson 
 
February 20th  
8am – Eddie and Grace 
Johnson 
9:30am – Jenna Lukenbill and 
Avery Ennis 
 
February 27th  
8am – Josh Heggernes and 
Uriah Chromey 
9:30am – Joe Sampson and 
Ian Schley 
 
 
 
 

March 6th  
8am – Layla Berry and 
Aubrey Athey 
9:30am – Abby Donaghue 
and Kendall Brandt 
 
March 13th   
8am – Archer Schroeder and 
Cayce Nikodym 
9:30 – Caden Johnson 
 
March 20th   
8am- Taliah Peterson and 
Olivia Thompson 
9:30am – Ledgyn and 
Stratton Nelson 
 
March 27th  
8am – Jenna Lukenbill and 
Avery Ennis 
9:30am – Eddie and Grace 
Johnson 
 
 
 

Thank you!     Kelly Kehr 320-336-8028 / kellykehr01@gmail.com 
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Children, Youth and Family Ministry 
Check out CYF Ministry on FACEBOOK!  

Grace Lutheran Children Youth and Family (private group) or on-line:www.gracechurchmora.com  

 
 

Sunday School News! Preschool–6th grade children are invited to join us for Sunday 

School.  We start at 9:15 and go through the first half of the 9:30 service. Following the sermon, 

kids return to the Family Life Center for the “Sunday School Sit Down” and then rejoin their 

families. We are currently requiring masks for all adults and children at Sunday School and at 

the 9:30 service. Reminder: NO SUNDAY SCHOOL Jan. 2nd!  

We will begin the Annual World Hunger Campaign on Sunday January 9th during Sunday School. Individuals 

and families will have the opportunity to give to the World Hunger Campaign for rest of the month of January. 

Please see more information in this newsletter. 

Religious Release Time for 1st-6th grade is Wednesday January 5th, 2022. 

You MUST complete and turn in SS registration form indicating Release time participation 

so that the school can be informed. Drop off from 7am-8am. Activities start at 8, kids are 

bussed back to school at 10:45. We are currently requiring masks for children and adults at 

Release Time. 

 

Celebration Singers - Mondays after school 3:15-4:15. Carpooling from school 

is available if needed. Later pick up till 5pm if needed. We are currently requiring masks. Sign 

up on the Sunday School registration form.  

Practice will resume on January 10th. We will be singing on February 6th at both services. 

Confirmation – The next session of Confirmation will begin on Jan. 5th. We will meet 

every Wednesday from 6:30-8 through Feb. 23rd.  

Other January dates: Monday Jan.24th – Service day with Calvary (no school)  and Saturday 

Jan 29th to 30th – NE MN Synod Middle School Gathering (rescheduled)– More info to come 

on both faith building events. 

 

Synod Journey to the National Gathering – Thank you to all who ordered 

from or donated to the Christmas Cookie/Bachman’s fundraiser. We raised over $800! Our 

next Fundraiser is KETTLE RIVER PIZZAS! Be watching for order forms mid-Jan. Pizza’s 

will be $11 or 3 for $30. The group of youth attending from Calvary and Grace will meet again 

on Jan. 16th after the 9:30 service. 

 

Grace Lutheran’s Children Youth and Family Ministry is a Christ centered program with the 

purpose of building disciples for Jesus by supporting and partnering with parents in fulfilling 

their baptismal promises.  By God’s Grace we seek to provide meaningful faith formation 

experiences for all ages. For more information regarding Children, Youth and Family Ministry 

please contact Kelly Kehr (320-336-8028) or kellykehr01@gmail.com 

http://www.gracechurchmora.com/
mailto:kellykehr01@gmail.com
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“Let The Light of Jesus Shine And Give Life To The World” 

 Sunday School ELCA World Hunger Project 2022 
 

The Sunday School children will lead the members of Grace Lutheran Church in the 

ELCA World Hunger Appeal. During the month of January the children will raise 

awareness about the importance of the ELCA’s “Greater Gift”. Through this 

organization animals and start up funds to begin farms are donated to families in 3rd 

world countries. “God’s Global Barnyard” allows families to raise animals and crops to 

provide food for their families and income to have a better life.  

 

We have 3 different levels of giving that the children are working towards:   

Fish Farm ($250)   10 goats ($500)   Family Farm ($715). 

 

The children will be creating candle holders to give as a gift to each person who 

would like to donate to our project throughout the month of January. You will find the 

God’s Global Barnyard display by the “Noisy Offering” at each service. Be watching 

to see how far we get to achieve our goals. 

 

With your support we will “Let The Light Of Jesus Shine and Give Life To The World”. 
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Fish farm Give your neighbors a fish, and they’ll 

eat for a day. Give your neighbors a 

community fish farm, and they’ll eat for a 

lifetime. A fish farm starts with a pond, training 

and a few fastgrowing fish such as tilapia. Soon 

the pond can provide the community with a 

longtime supply of fish, rich in vitamins, minerals 

and protein. $250 Community fish farm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goats. Limited space to graze? Dry land? Goats 

don’t mind! Goats can go where other animals 

can’t, surviving in some of the world’s most 

challenging terrain and unreliable climates. 

Fresh milk from a goat provides daily nutrition for 

children and their families. Plus, goats are 

incredibly quick to reproduce, providing an 

opportunity for families to pass the gift on to 

others in their community. $500 10 Goats 

Family farm Help a family break the cycle 

of hunger and poverty — for good. A 

cow, a couple goats, a dozen chicks, 

two pigs, farming tools, seeds and 

agricultural training can create a world 

of opportunity for a family living in 

poverty. With eggs, milk and meat to eat 

and sell, and tools and training to 

increase the harvest, this gift can make a 

big difference. $715 Family farm 
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Family Activities for ALL! 

activities for the New Year! Happy New Year 

Grace Family   
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VANCO ELECTRONIC GIVING IS HERE! 
Contributions can be debited automatically from your checking or savings account or 

processed using your credit or debit card. Our electronic giving program offers 

convenience for you and much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.  You 

can set up your donations on our website, www.gracechurchmora.com or scan the QR 

code below with a downloadable free QRC Scanner app on your electronic device and 

follow the onscreen instructions. 

To set up your electronic donation on our website: 

1)       Go to www.gracechurchmora.com 

2)       Click on the More tab, then click the Give tab, then scroll down to click on Give 

online, once you click Give online, it brings you to Vanco a Secure Site. 

3)       Follow the onscreen instructions to schedule your one time or recurring 

contribution. 

            

  
 

An additional way to donate! ↓↓↓ GivePlus Church Mobile App 
GivePlus Church is available through the App Store and Google Play. Search for “GivePlus 

Church” to download the app, then be sure to allow access to location services if you’d like to 

use the app’s Find Churches Near Me feature. 

The app is free to download, and you are not charged a fee to make donations using the app.  

When you open the GivePlus Church app for the first time, you will be prompted to enter the 

name of the church you want to give to. Or use the Find Churches Near Me feature to search 

for churches in Mora.  This will be set for future donations if you create an account. 

GivePlus Church donations can be made with all major debit/credit cards. Use your phone’s 

camera to quickly scan your card information or enter it manually. You can also give or pay 

using your checking or savings account. This app is secure, so you don’t have to worry about 

your personal information. 

Thank you for your continued support of Grace Lutheran Church and our ministries!  We are the 

church together; and together we are strong and faithful! 

You may also mail in your offering to:                                      

301 Forest Ave. E. Mora, MN 55051 

 

http://www.gracechurchmora.com/
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Grace Lutheran Church Council Meeting                                              12/12/2021 Minutes 

Council Meeting called to order 10:37am by Dan Funk  
Opening 

- Members present:  Pr Gary, Sarah, Ethan, Dan, Chad, Jes, Robin, Laura 
- Members absent:  Josh 

 
Open Forum –   
Agenda – Add Nominating committee to Unfinished 
 
Staff Reports 

- Pastor report:  
o Nominating; couple people considering running for Council  
o Christmas Eve services 4pm & 10pm; shorter, Silent Night outside? 
o Still dealing with Covid, keeping congregation safe 
o Salary recommendations for staff 

- CYF/Kelly:   
o A recap of the year, report to be in Annual Meeting reports 

 
Approval of Last Month’s Meeting Minutes 

- Approved as printed         Laura/Jes   m/s/c 
 
Treasurer’s Report 

- Insurance pmt received and roof fix was paid 
- Checkbook still negative, may not move $$ to savings for now 
- Recommending to increase staff wages to Synod guidelines 
- Considering moving staff to salary vs hourly 

 
Ministry Reports 

- Worship 
o Sunday School program recorded due to a number of families with Covid or quarantining 
o Sunday services have been shortened for Covid safety 
o Masking & social distancing requested for Christmas Eve services 

 
Unfinished Business 

- Nominating covered in Pr report 
- Thanksgiving; served 200 meals, went well 

o Big Thank You to all who worked on this project! 
 
New Business 

- Water leak in old sanctuary, will work on this next summer 
- Annual Meeting will be January 23, 2022 

o Notice 3 weeks prior 
 
Next Meeting, Sunday, January 9th after 2nd service 
Motion to adjourn     Jes/Ethan      m/s/c 
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer 
Submitted by Laura Strand, Secretary 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

President: Dan Funk 

Vice President:  Jessica Thomson 

Secretary: Laura Strand 

Treasurer: Kristin Nelson 

Robin Blegen, Chad Chromey, Ethan 

Elvehjem, Sarah Hanson and Josh Madson 

Thank you all for serving on council.  
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My beloved friends, let us continue to love each other since love comes from God. Everyone who 

loves is born of God and experiences a relationship with God. The person who refuses to love 

doesn’t know the first thing about God, because God is love—so you can’t know him if you don’t 

love. This is how God showed his love for us: God sent his only Son into the world so we might 

live through him. This is the kind of love we are talking about—not that we once upon a time 

loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to clear away our sins and the 

damage they’ve done to our relationship with God. 

My dear, dear friends, if God loved us like this, we certainly ought to love each other. No one 

has seen God, ever. But if we love one another, God dwells deeply within us, and his love 

becomes complete in us—perfect love! 

This is how we know we’re living steadily and deeply in him, and he in us: He’s given us life 

from his life, from his very own Spirit. Also, we’ve seen for ourselves and continue to state 

openly that the Father sent his Son as Savior of the world. Everyone who confesses that Jesus is 

God’s Son participates continuously in an intimate relationship with God. We know it so well, 

we’ve embraced it heart and soul, this love that comes from God. 

God is love. When we take up permanent residence in a life of love, we live in God and God lives 

in us. This way, love has the run of the house, becomes at home and mature in us, so that we’re 

free of worry on Judgment Day—our standing in the world is identical with Christ’s. There is 

no room in love for fear. Well-formed love banishes fear. Since fear is crippling, a fearful life—

fear of death, fear of judgment—is one not yet fully formed in love. 

We, though, are going to love—love and be loved. First we were loved, now we love. He loved us 

first. 

If anyone boasts, “I love God,” and goes right on hating his brother or sister, thinking nothing 

of it, he is a liar. If he won’t love the person he can see, how can he love the God he can’t see? 

The command we have from Christ is blunt: Loving God includes loving people. You’ve got to 

love both. 
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Grace Lutheran Church  

301 Forest Ave. East 

Mora, MN 55051 
320.679.1062 

moragracelutheran@gmail.com  

 

Return Service Requested 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2022 
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